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Q&A Time

First, we will go through all questions 
submitted prior to today’s call through 
the form in the AIA dashboard (Top 20).

Average length: 45 - 60 mins.



Special Segment!

Today’s Q&A is on:

1. Finding a book topic
2. Establishing Proof of Concept for your 

book topic

*** General questions will resume on the 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday Q&A. ***



Open Q&A

Submit your Topic or Proof of 
Concept questions live on the call 
in the Zoom Q&A field. We will pick 
and choose the best questions to 
answer.



FYI
There are many students on this call, all at different points in their 
publishing journey. 

During this session we are focusing on finding Book Topics and “Proof of 
Concept” for a valid book topic.

We would rather spend more time going deep into a good question rather 
than rushing from one question to the next. Therefore, we will pick and 
choose the best questions.



Most Frequently Asked Q&A Questions:

Visit our Help Center
help.publishing.com

● Account related (resetting password, 
Facebook group, etc.)

● KDSpy, incognito, Chrome etc.
● 7 Day Profit Challenge
● Pen names

In the Help Center, you will find clear answers (with 
videos) to all of these questions, so we will likely 
skip all questions related to these topics.



Change your chat 
setting to 

“Everyone”



AIA students on Q&A calls get monthly discount 
codes from Publishing Services for various packages. 

New codes shared monthly and active all month.

OUTLINEDEAL10

Get 10% off your next outline package.

PS Monthly Discount - May



Let’s Begin!



1. How To Find A Topic
2. Finding Proof Of Concept (POC)
3. Q&A



How To Find A Topic











Ask ChatGPT



Is the book topic in demand?

Proof of Concept



Review from the Course

Proof of Concept

Number of Reviews:  =< ??

Est. Monthly Sales:  => $??

Same ??

Same ??

+



Review from the Course

Proof of Concept

Number of Reviews:  =< 150

Est. Monthly Sales:  => $??

Same ??

Same ??

+



Review from the Course

Proof of Concept

Number of Reviews:  =< 150

Est. Monthly Sales:  => $500

Same ??

Same ??

+



Review from the Course

Proof of Concept

Number of Reviews:  =< 150
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Same ??

+



Review from the Course

Number of Reviews:  =< 150

Est. Monthly Sales:  => $500

Same topic

Same audience

+

Proof of Concept



Proof of Concept
Example:



Proof of Concept
Example:



Proof of Concept
Example:

4 books
Under 150
reviews



Proof of Concept
Example:

3 books
Over $500
/month



Proof of Concept
Example:

What are 
the main 
topics of 
the 
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Who are 
they 
written 
for?
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Proof of Concept
Example:

What are 
the main 
topics of 
the 
books?

Who are 
they 
written 
for?



Proof of Concept
Example:

19. Training for Bird Dogs
9.   Training for any dog
3.   Training for any dog



Do we have proof of concept?

Proof of Concept



Do we have proof of concept?

Proof of Concept



What topics would you like to check?

Live Walkthroughs

Proof of Concept



Investigate any red flag:

Red Flags

Proof of Concept

- Price is over $30
- Page count is 350+
- 0 reviews, lots of sales

Automatic disqualification
- Low content books
- Journals
- Workbooks
- Bundles



How do you identify a Textbook?

Disqualified!

Textbooks

https://www.amazon.ca/First-USMLE-Ste
p-Thirty-Third/dp/1264946627

https://www.amazon.ca/First-USMLE-Step-Thirty-Third/dp/1264946627
https://www.amazon.ca/First-USMLE-Step-Thirty-Third/dp/1264946627


Who are well known textbook publishers?

Textbooks

1. McGraw-Hill
2. Pearson
3. Scholastic
4. Cengage Learning
5. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
6. Emerald Group Publishing
7. Macmillan Learning
8. Wolters Kluwer
9. Wiley Publishing

10. Routledge Taylor and Francis Group



How do you know if they’re an Authority Figure?

Authority Figures

1. Over 150 reviews
2. The book is a “second edition” or greater
3. Fame or accomplishment is listed in their book 

description
4. They have healthy sales with 0 reviews 

showing in KDSpy

Example:
https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Child-
Survival-American-Pulitzer/dp/081298695
4/

https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Child-Survival-American-Pulitzer/dp/0812986954/
https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Child-Survival-American-Pulitzer/dp/0812986954/
https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Child-Survival-American-Pulitzer/dp/0812986954/


Ben
I've been thinking about writing a book about hiking/traveling. Most of the titles I've 
searched show good proof of concept. Is there a fast way to see which books use color 
printing and how they sell compared to ones that don't? Also wondering if there is a good 
way to check how books on this subject specifically do as audio books? And if they don't 
should that discourage me from moving forward on this topic? 



Franky
When doing topic research do you use "Kindle Store" or "Books"? Why and what's the 
difference? Thanks, coaches!



Betsy (1of 3)

Hi Support -

I'm at the 'choosing a topic' stage of the process, and despite several hours / days of researching 
Amazon keywords, looking for POC stats, I am stuck about making a choice, and hoping you can 
offer some guidance or reinforcement. I don't have a lot of $$ room for error, so I'd like to 
maximize my chances for a successful project.

1. In researching many of the 'TOP 100' report category suggestions, many had no proof of 
concept - I understand that numbers change with time, but several had like no appropriate 
150/500 choices. Am I missing something as to why they are referenced as 'TOP Choices'??

2. In doing my own search, I initially focused on two areas: business startup /passive income / 
entrepreneur, and retirement issues.

AND

retirement         7         4         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!

retirement planning books         5         5         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of 
concept!

retirement planning guide         8         4         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of 
concept!

income ideas for retirement         3         3         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of 
concept!

Both are areas I'm interested in, since I'm in that demographic, familiar with issues, pain points, 
challenges to overcome, problems to solve etc.

So, with the above results, what other factors are involved in choosing?

a. How do we find a sub-niche to pursue?

For instance, in retirement, I was searching for a sub-niche POC in 'retirement for women' (since 
there are some unique challenges etc.) But no stats to prove POC in 'women/retirement' existing 
titles.

b. How do we know the ghostwriter will be able to provide something unique / of value that hasn't 
been said before? (differentiation) If we need to determine a sub-niche prior to requesting the 
outline / writing, without POC numbers, how do we know that's a valid sub-niche to pursue, 
research, and request?

For instance in the keyword "retirement planning guide", with 8 already in circulation, isn't that 
maxed out? Searching 'retirement planning guide for women' doesn't hit POC - either they are 
generic retirement planning titles, or a workbook which we don't count, so it doesn't hit the 
requirement for three on-topic selections.

I'm really stuck here, and could use some help to move forward. Appreciate any guidance you can 
offer.

Thanks,

-- 

Betsy



Betsy (2 of 3)
starting a business         6         6         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!
starting a small business         5         5         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!
retirement         7         4         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!
retirement planning books         5         5         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!
retirement planning guide         8         4         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!
income ideas for retirement         3         3         Looks good! This book topic has clear proof of concept!

Both are areas I'm interested in, since I'm in that demographic, familiar with issues, pain points, challenges 
to overcome, problems to solve etc.
So, with the above results, what other factors are involved in choosing?

a. How do we find a sub-niche to pursue?
For instance, in retirement, I was searching for a sub-niche POC in 'retirement for women' (since there are 
some unique challenges etc.) But no stats to prove POC in 'women/retirement' existing titles.



Betsy (3 of 3)
b. How do we know the ghostwriter will be able to provide something unique / of value that hasn't 
been said before? (differentiation) If we need to determine a sub-niche prior to requesting the 
outline / writing, without POC numbers, how do we know that's a valid sub-niche to pursue, research, 
and request?

For instance in the keyword "retirement planning guide", with 8 already in circulation, isn't that 
maxed out? Searching 'retirement planning guide for women' doesn't hit POC - either they are 
generic retirement planning titles, or a workbook which we don't count, so it doesn't hit the 
requirement for three on-topic selections.

I'm really stuck here, and could use some help to move forward. Appreciate any guidance you can 
offer.

Thanks,

Betsy



Rashid 
Hello , This is my first time on Q& A  call  not sure if I have POC on 2 titles ,1 is "struggling 
with reading", and second is" chair yoga for seniors". Can you please guide me .this will be 
my second time in live session tonight.



Questions? 

What additional questions can 
we answer for you?


